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AND THE USUAL FEATURES 


Editorial 
lr no completely novel contribution to librarianship came out of the Eastbourne Conference, 
it could be justified as having to some extent integrated libraries and literature ; for, in the 
choice of a scholar to address it in Dr. R. W. Moore on the underlying connexion of books and 
therefore libraries with life ; and of our own ex-President, Dr. Esdaile, to recreate the poetry 
of the first years of the century, no mistake was made. The technical and administrative 
matters always seem Ezekiel’s valley of dry bones in such a setting, but there were really good 
papers, practical ones like the very controversial contribution of Mr. Corbett, the excellent 
hospital library paper by Miss Southerden and Mr. Lamb’s experienced treatment of Com- 
mercial and Technical Libraries. Most members there, too, were old enough to appreciate the 
chronicle of 1919-49 offered by Mr. Stewart, and all received stimulation from Mr. L. R. 
McColvin's forecast of our future. There were too many papers for any one librarian to 
absorb, but the Library Association serves many interests today. Some impressions have 
been given in other pages from the writer of Letters on Our Affairs. 


If there is one criticism that can be brought against conferences it is the old one that the 
pressure of meeting does not permit time for the examination in any but the most perfunctory 
way of the Exhibitions. This year we were favoured not only with the usual trade exhibition, 
but also with Mr. Edgar Osborne’s really remarkable exhibition of children’s books. The 
latter was in the Towner Art Gallery which was indeed within ten minutes’ hard walk of the 
Winter Gardens where the other meetings were held, but even that distance was enough to 
prevent the attendance the display most certainly deserved ; and it really required a couple of 
hours to see it reasonably well. There seems to be no satisfactory solution to such a situation. 


The part-revision of the Library Association Bye-laws was in our view notable only in 
one way. It prevented, for ever we hope, the stultifying and stupid intervention of laymen, and 
the otherwise unqualified, in the syllabus and working of the Examinations. The Gilbertian 
position hitherto existing in which candidates had the right to vote upon the syliabus was 
perhaps unique in the annals of learned societies. A profession, so far as its qualifications are 
concerned, must be governed only by those who themselves are qualified. That common- 
sense has prevailed at last to the future benefit, we are sure, of all who take the certificates. 
Fellows only hereafter will have jurisdiction here. 


% 


We have now all seen the dignified announcement of the Brifish National Bibliography the 
first issue of which is promised for January 7th and will therefore cover the books of the first 
week of our Jubilee Year. It is a propitious birthday choice. In-short it will catalogue every- 
thing English, and class it by Dewey, and full bibliographical descriptions will be given but 
no references or cross-references apparently. There are, however, brief notes (judged by 
those in the specimen page) on differences in editions, the writers of prefaces, and sometimes of 
pure description. The pages of the Bibliography are to be printed on one side only and have a 
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type tace 4} inches wide and therefore can be mounted on the 5 by 3 inches card. It ts not 

yet a card-distributing scheme, and, therefore, has none of the headings, other than the author 

heading, which such a scheme as the Congress Library card carries. The comparison with the 

Central Cataloguing Service of Harrod’s is inevitable. The latter is a card-distribution scheme, 
f course. 

Every librarian desires both these ventures to be given a fair field ; they are not antagon 
istic and we have debated the need, and agreed that it exists, for a central cataloguing bureau for 
halt a century, until now without result. We have now on one side the magnificent complete 
National Bibliography which will give us model cataloguing of a complete, or as nearly com 
plete as most can desire, list of current publications. It can be developed so that in time it, too, 
can become a card system ; or be adapted to it, for in these days we cannot take seriously the 
suggestion that these entries, which are printed only on one side of the paper for the purpose, 
would be cut up and mounted on cards. The paper is unsuitable and the cost of doing it, 
adjusting the analytical entries and filing them, would probably be very great. It is what we 
agree we really need: an authoritative current bibliography of English books. On the other 
hand Harrods have produced a card system which is of immediate application, or can be made 
so with little adjustment, in any standard card catalogue. That this has been produced by a 
‘ multiple stores,” as a contemporary calls it, will not perhaps be given undue weight. We 
are told that when it was planned the Library Association or its co-operating national bodies 
did not seem to be in the field. 


* 


Mr. MeColvin announced at Eastbourne the imminent appearance of a booklet trom the 
1... \. which is to be used by local authorities to test the adequacy of their book selection, 
buildings and Stathng ; indeed of their library provision. Librarians are asked to submit 
themselves to the assessing tests which it proposes, to carry the results to their logical 
conclusions and to let the Association know the results. We hope everyone concerned will do 
what ts possible to carry out the enquiry; for, only on systematic facts, can we make our 
appeal for the public support and use which we should make at a centenary celebration. 


‘This is the Library Association examination month. The candidates, we are informed, 
are as many as ever. As many of them are our readers we offer them our sympathy and good 
Ww ishes. 

Dr. Milton |. Ferguson has been appointed editer-in-chiet tor the coming isth of 
Standard Edition of Dewey Decimal Classification. 


\ctive work carried out by Unesco towards achieving reconstruction of libraries tn 
war-devastated countries, and generally extending exchange and circulation of books and 
literature to parts of the world where they are most needed, was the subject of a special 11-page 
supplement to the March 22-29 issue of the United States Library of Congress Information 
Bulletin. Of considerable interest to library authorities and librarians, the report explains 
how public libraries can assist in establishing a ‘‘ Human Rights Day,” and in arranging 
“Food and People” campaigns. It surveys the progress of the general drive by Unesco to 
improve bibliographic services, without which no librarian or worker in education, science 
and culture can keep in touch with current developments. Plans for production of various 
wuides on documentation and library services, the improvement of photographic reproduction 
ervices (including microtilms), science abstracting, and for the production of a multi-lingual 
vocabulary tor librarians, are also given. 


The next number of Thr Linkary Worip will be our usual Summer Double Number, 
which will be published on or about July 25th. 


n 
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Some Aspects of International Standardization in 
Library Work 


By Rend, MOA... Librarian, University of Bristol 


IsceRNAPIONAL Standardization in library work ts no new thing. Universal systems ot 
of classification, such as those of Ranganathan and Dewey, and efforts to standardize systems of 


transliteration, are obvious examples. But in recent years there has been so great an extension 
of this kind of activity that there are now few aspeéts of bibliographical work in which 
standardization has not been or is not being attempted—not always, it must be remarked, with 
the happiest of results; and, now that such organizations as Aslib and the International 
Federation of Documentation devote a very considerable proportion of their time and energies 
to it, a brief consideration of its value may not be out of place. 

It is proposed to devote part of this article to making a few suggestions on the nature 
and functions of international standards and on desirable ingredients in their composition, and 
part to a short account of one or two recent endeavours in which the writer has been concerned 

and it ought perhaps to be said at the outset that the views expressed are personal and not 
those of any interested organization. 

It seems to the writer that an international bibliographical standard should comply with 
the following requirements, which are indeed applicable mutatis mutandis to all Standards : 

1) The need for it should not only exist but should also be generally acknowledged. 
his condition is more likely to be fulfilled in engineering and industry than in librarianship, 
for while the advantages of Standardizing screw threads, eleétrical fittings, railway couplings 
and the like are obvious, standardization in (for example) the lay-out of periodicals or the form 
of bibliographical references may not seem necessary or even perhaps desirable at first sight. 
It should be added, however, that notwithstanding this requirement it may sometimes happen 
that the need for a Standard is foreseen before it becomes acute. 

2) It must be compiled, in the main, by librarians. While a standard must clearly be the 
work of experts, those experts must be prospective practical users of it and must see that it is 
couched in terms intelligible to the ordinary librarian. Some recent efforts in the standardiza 
tion of the terminology of documentary reproduétion have involved the use—or even the 
invention—of so many technical terms that most librarians would be hard put to it to make out 
the meaning of the standard, let alone its application to the material before them, and there have 
been Stardardizing committees composed of those who knew all about the subject in question 
from the viewpoint of the reader but nothing of the problems of the librarian. The British 
Standards Institution, which is now generally accepted as the authoritative body for biblio- 
yraphical and documentary, as for all other, standardization, is fully aware of this problem, 
and its committees and sub-committees now consist in part of subject specialists and (as it were) 
‘consumers’ and in part of persons experienced in the present-day technique of 
Standardization itself. a 

(3) It should not be inconsistent with other standards. It is this consideration which has 
led to the recent vast increase of work of the British Standards Institution and the International 
Standards Organization ; for piecemeal standardization had, as might have been expected, 
begun to produce serious inconsistencies, and the necessity for co-ordination had become 
urgent alike in the bibliographical and in other fields. It would, for instance, be futile to set up 
a Standard or Standards for the sizes of periodicals without knowing what was being done or 
was likely to be done to standardize sizes of paper. And it is doubtful what purpose will be 
served by standardizing the terminology of documentary reproduétion unless the long-standing 
problem is tackled of the precise meaning of ‘ edition,” “‘ issue,” and “ reprint.” 

4) It should be either compulsory or permissive, and there should be no doubt which. 
In industrial and mechanical standardization where precise measurements are usually involved, 
or in international codes of signals and the like, which may on occasion be matters of life and 
death, a standard should be compulsory once it has been accepted. In bibliography, on the 
other hand, a standard should perhaps rather represent an ideal which may not always be 
possible of attainment and from which variations may be permitted to suit national or specialist 
needs. No conceivable set of rules, for example, for abbreviating titles of periodicals would 
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allow of “ JHS” for“ Journal of Hellenic Studies ” (for why should not those three letters 
also represent “ Journal d’Horticulture Suisse” 7). But no classical scholar will ever use 

}. hell. Stud.”, which is the abbreviation arrived at by the international rules, though he will 
understand it if he meets with it. The chief aim of most aspects of bibliographical standard- 
ization may thus be expressed as international understanding rather than international 
exchangeability. 

It may be useful at this point to say a word on the present machinery for standardization. 
The authoritative body in this country, as has been said, is the British Standards Institution 
(BSI). BSI works through committees which divide the whole field between them and 
delegate to sub-committees the bulk of the specialized work. A similar process takes place in 
the Standards institutions of all countries members of the International Standards Organization 
(ISO), which holds international conferences from time to time to receive and discuss national 
views. The results achieved at these conferences are remitted to the national organizations 
for further study, comment, and (ultimately) approval. The resumption of international 
intercourse since the end of the War has inspired much revision of existing standards and many 
suggestions for new ones, and the writer had the honour last year to take part in work on two 
Standards of some urgency—those for the transliteration of cyrillic characters and for the 
abbreviation of titles of periodicals. Readers may like to judge for themselves the extent to 
which these two standards and the work so far done on them comply with the requirements 
suggested above. 

Many attempts have been made to standardize the transliteration of cyrillic characters and 
so to put an end to the multiplicity of systems at present in use. One has only to try to find 
in catalogues a name like Shchedrin (Chtchedrine, Sjtsjedrin, Schtschedrin, Séedrin) to 
appreciate not only the urgent need for international agreement but also the reason why 
attempts to reach it have for so long been fruitless. This is simply that until 1946 no distinétion 
was drawn between phonetic transcription, which seeks to represent the sound, and trans- 
literation proper, which should be a mechanical process enabling the original spelling to be 
reconstituted by reference to a list of symbols. That this distinétion has at last been 
perceived and accepted is largely due to Dr. Alois Sevéik, of Prague, who later played a prom- 
inent part at the international conference of ISO at The Hague in June 1948. At that 
conference a scheme of transcription known by the number /SA 7 was generally accepted by 
the representatives of Great Britain, Czechoslovakia, Finland, France, Netherlands, Sweden 
and Switzerland, who formed the Transliteration Sub-committee ; and only minor adjustments 
now remain to be made by means of international correspondence. The BSI sub-committee 
which prepared Great Britain’s comments and suggestions for consideration with those of 
other countries at The Hague included, among others, representatives of such authorities as 
the British Museum, the Library Association, the School of Slavonic Studies, and the Royal 
Geographical Society. 

The need for the standardization of abbreviations of titles of periodicals was first realized 
during the compilation of the first edition of the Wor/d List of Scientific Periodicals (1925-27), 
which published a suggested abbreviation for each periodical listed and a brief code of rules. 
These rules were later elaborated by the International Institute of Intellectual Co-operation 
into a ‘* Code international” which was adopted by the Wor/d Lis in its second edition (1934). 
ISO produced a new text of the code, with slight modifications, in 1938, which was published 
as [S41 Bulletin 23 and formed the basis of the re-consideration undertaken early in 1948 by a 
BSI sub-committee among the members of which were representatives of the Science Museum, 
the Library Association and the World List. Relatively little was found to alter (except the 
somewhat clumsy English in which $4 Bulletin 23 was expressed), and colleagues from other 
countries gathered at The Hague differed from the British viewpoint only in one or two 
respects which are still the subject of correspondence. Few countries, indeed, seemed disposed 
to question the original code at all—a striking tribute to a work pioneered in this country more 
than twenty years ago. 

In international work of this kind, unanimity must be the ultimate goal or general 
acceptance will not be achieved ; and national ways of thought vary so widely that relatively 
small points may hold up agreement and assume an undue importance. Some may think that 
international standardization is becoming too much an end in itself and that its proper 
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function as an aid to bibliography, itself an adjuné to scholarship, is being lost sight of. But 
if a thing is worth doing at all it is worth doing properly ; and, provided that the standards 
themselves relate to subjects of importance and fill clearly-defined needs, the degree of success 
already attained—and the value of the international contacts established in the process of 
attaining it—must justify the time and effort expended in the past and Still to be expended in the 
future. 


Conference Look-In 


By A. G. S. Enser, F.L.A., Deputy-Direétor of Libraries and Museum, Tottenham. 


lr may be considered unfair by the organizers of the Eastbourne Conference, and by those 
attending the whole of the proceedings, for a mere “‘looker-in” to give his impressions thereon, 
especially if he dares to criticize. However, the criticism shall be as constructive as possible— 
the power of retaliation is always held by others. 

This was the first Library Association Conference that | had ever had the opportunity of 
attending, and then only for a day and night, and perhaps | had hoped for too much. Realiza- 
tion is so often less satisfying than anticipation, but perhaps the regular attender of the annual 
conferences looks upon the occasions as opportunities primarily for social re-union, rather 
than the hearing of erudition from the platform or the floor. 

Of course, it is a pleasure to meet again the many colleagues one sees but once a year, 
unless circumstances prove opportune, and | found that enjoyment along with the rest. To 
renew acquaintanceships, old friendships, and to make new ones too; to talk ; to laugh and 
joke; yés, it is worthwhile, but is that the major function of the Conference ?_ Especially a 
conference composed of professional librarians and local authority delegates. 

What should be the primary purpose of the Conference ? Surely, the statement and the 
examination of the latest information and developments within the profession. 

Did the Eastbourne Conference conform thereto ? Certainly not, after scrutiny of the 
papers delivered. Was there anything on the application of television to librarianship ;_ the 
effects of cinema and broadcasting on literature; production standards required of library 
publications ; objective and not subjective book selection; the recruitment and training of 
Staff as related to present economic trends ; or co-ordinated display work ? 

Do the disadvantages of pre-printed papers outweigh the advantages, and when should 
papers be pre-printed ? Having been present at the session devoted to Administration per 
Mr. E. V. Corbett’s paper, it appeared to me, at least, that here was a paper suffering from 
pre-printing, as well as the introduction by four selected speakers ... Ninety minutes was 
allotted to the session, but by the time the Chairman and the four selected speakers had finished, 
exactly twenty-five minutes were left for general discussion. It would appear that only where 
there are masses of figures or tables involved should a Conference paper be pre-printed. To 
be seen and heard does create life and atmosphere naturally as opposed to the artificiality of being 
but merely seen. 

Also, was it really necessary to impose upon a speaker from the floor, the added strain of 
having to walk a considerable distance to the microphone below the platform? Are hand 
microphones so very costly to hire? A few, placed around the room would be very much 
better than the arrangements at Eastbourne. 

Queueing seems to be a normal part of our lives and refreshment intervals at Eastbourne 
were no exception, yet a little preparatory organization could surely have obviated the waste of 
time involved in obtaining a light snack. 

The over-lapping of sessions perhaps is a difficulty beyond remedy whilst the Library 
Association Conference is a gathering of all constituents, public, private, special, university, and so 
on, but there is a feeling of dissatisfaction at missing the session on book selection in order to 
hear Mr. J. P. Lamb, or vice-versa. 

Having visited the recent British Industries Fair, perhaps my comparison of that exhi- 
bition to that of our suppliers at Eastbourne is too invidious, but the impression gained was, 
that foo much was being attempted to be shown /n /oo /ittle space. Also, that grouping of like- 
exhibits displayed would be advantageous. 

Press relations seemed conspicuous by their absence, yet other conferences, held at the 
same time, were widely reported, both in the national press and on the wireless. We are 
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largely a public service, the whole profession has much to be proud about, and there is no need 
to hide our light under a bushel. 

Let it be reiterated, | am not a blatant iconoclast, but neither am | purblind. Mr. Vale 
may class me among the younger element he railed against because we dared to challenge the 
old order. No profession stands still and the strength of any movement lies in the vitality 
and enthusiasm of its young. Because we do not subscribe to the view maintained by Mr. 
Vale, that a librarian is a mere custodian of books, does not mean disrespect of our elders. 

Please Mr. Vale, do not ask the younger element to think that after nearly one hundred 
years of the public library movement in this country that there is no room for improvement, or 
that everything in the garden is lovely. We acknowledge our debts to those who strove and 
spent themselves in raising the standards of public librarianship. We are ready to forge ahead, 
hoping that our successors will question our methods. 

One valuable innovation at the Conference was the Welsh Social Evening, so ably 
organized by Mr. L. M. Rees, Honorary Secretary of the Welsh Branch of the Library Asso- 
ciation. All Welsh men and women attending the Conference got together and for that evening 
included in their circle, as honorary Welsh, invited guests such as Mr. L. R. McColvin, and 
Mr. A. W. McClellan, who probably felt at home since the principal decoration in the room 
used for the social was the flag of Scotland—with red lion rampant! As it is understood that 
there was a meeting also of the Yorkshire clan, the Centenary Conference next year might see 
an extension of the idea to other geographical groupings. It was an honour to be a Welshman 
for one evening and join in “‘Ilen Wad Fy Nhadau,” perhaps the compliment can be returned 
with interest next year. 

PS.—As | saw neither Eratosthenes nor Amel Anu, probably they were having a very long 
quick one. 
PP.S.—Here’s to London, 1950. 


Impressions of the Eastbourne Conference 
By a CoLonIAL LIBRARIAN 


THE opportunity to attend the L.A. Conference at Eastbourne came to me with a last-minute 
decision and | must confess that I got into the train at Victoria with very mixed feelings about 
the weather, anticipations of the bracing effect of the famed holiday resort which I had never 
visited, and above all an insatiable curiosity to see the changes which had taken place since | 
last attended a Conference in Glasgow many years ago, and the position of librarianship today. 
There was no comparison. The weather was even kind and after the whole of southern England 
had been drenched the previous day an early lowering sky was gradually dissipated by a warm 
sun. As the train approached Eastbourne there was all the fulsomeness and jay of a lovely 
May day. 

I soon found the Winter Garden Ballroom where the Conference was taking place and my 
immediate reaction was to the kindness and helpfulness of those of the Association’s staff who 
had the task of directing visitors, attending innumerable enquiries and generally contributing 
to the smooth running of the Conference and everything pertaining to it. My own experience 
was that the arrangements were efficient and admirably carried out and left no room for 
carping criticism. 

In the Winter Garden Pavilion an Exhibition of Books, Music, Bookbinding, Library 
Fittings and Appliances was in progress and much credit is due to the exhibitors who used 
every inch of space at their disposal to put up a good show and bring home to librarians and 
library authorities the special ways in which commerce and industry caters for the modern 
public library. That the Library Association regards such an exhibition as an integral part of 
any conference goes without saying and much spadework must have been put in by Mr. 
Cornell and his Staff as well as by the exhibitors to ensure that all was ready on the opening day. 

Among publishers exhibiting, Messrs. W. Collins showed a magnificent set of enlarge- 
ments of portraits of their leading authors, a veritable gallery of some of the most popular 
authors of today, viz., Thomas Armstrong, Marguerite Steen, Agatha Christie, Nigel Balchin, 
Peter Cheney, Norman Collins, Arthur Bryant, and many others. The Times Book Club had 
an excellent selection of second-hand books including rebinds suitable for libraries. Among 
other exhibitors, in what | should call attentive evidence, were the firms of G. Blunt, A. M. 
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Haldane, C. Combridge, Stoneham and Foyle. Several of them showed a range of library 
text-books by such well-known librarians as Berwick Sayers, Sharp, Hobbs, McGill and J. D. 
Stewart. In regard to library appliances and fittings both Libraco and Roneo exhibited of 
their best. Chivers, Easibind, Ltd., Dunn & Wilson, G. Blunt had on show a fine range of 
library bindings and many librarians were able to see how such firms could help to ease the 
ever recurring problem of rebinding worn-out popular books. 

Other contributors are dealing with the papers and Conference meetings in these pages. 
| left the Conference with the feeling that | was glad to be one of those who attended and | was 
proud that librarianship in Britain could organise itself in the way it did both socially and 
professionally. 


Letters on Our Affairs 
Dear ZENODOTUs, 
Here We AGAIN— 

You, having failed to reach Eastbourne—indeed we do not know where you rusticate 
today !—are Still, as for so many years, almost two generations now, the target of a Conference 
letter. Past and future blend here capitally this year ; it is a good crowd ; there are scores of 
new faces, intelligent, eager, companionable folk ; and there are some dozens, at the least, of 
grey, iron-grey, and actually white, heads amongst us, mine the least conspicuous, | hope. 
One can take in the assembly only as a mass with now and then a fragment breaking off to give 
greeting to someone not seen for a year or even for years. There was a time when I used to 
feel acutely the gaps that each year reveals in the old ranks, or more acutely too the gaps left 
by younger men, the J. D. Cowleys and others, who in their early summer went from us. 
The latter still cause me a serious pause now and then; but the years have brought the 
philosophic mind to me, as I am sure it has to you, about the older ones. They had their day 
and have gone the gracious way of those who have had that and, as for myself, | take the day 
as it comes. It is all I can do, and I rejoice to see that every gap seems to be filled with someone 
worthy enough to carry on. I say this gravely because, if | read one of two of the printed 
papers aright, | may yet have to express the ponderous disapproval of the aged about some of 
the new plans for sweeping away librarianship and substituting an evanescent and necessarily 
superficial cultural-love-of-books, which to me is not really related to the living knowledge of 
them which I think is the essential quality of a real librarian. | hope | am wrong in this because 
my heart and hopes are always with the younger men and women. 

Some of these reflections came to me at 

THe RECEPTION 
on the first evening. The crowd was immense and the band and dancing to it thoroughly 
enjoyable ; and I wandered about and overheard many glad speeches. Excellent and almost 
prodigal refreshments, by our modern austere standards, were followed by a cabaret of lovely- 
limbed ladies who danced well and gathered some of our men to dance with them in comic 
turns. I confess | thought the men played up manfully. We were late in turning in. 
Next Day, 

the President fulfilled my own hopes at any rate. Sir Ronald Adams has a quiet incisive, 
courteous manner accompanied by a smile which carries approval, indeed seems to compel it. 
He gave a pleasant hand to the Mayor of Eastbourne who, in his turn, made the best Mayoral 
speech of this sort that | have heard for a long time. The Winter Gardens were crowded, 
the long glass-roofed ballroom made an excellent assembly room and, when the microphone 
was used properly, we could hear well. There were the expected preliminaries ; the bestowal 
of the Hon. F.L.A. on Mr. Gordon, which the President performed, after a well-devised 
speech by Mr. J. D. Stewart which did justice (so far as that is possible in three minutes) to his 
subject and credit to himself. I am glad, by the way, that the L.A. is making more use than 
of old of Mr. Stewart; we have no more balanced or judgmatical mind amongst us. 
Gordon’s speech in acknowledgement again conformed to my own ideal of such a speech ; 
it was self-abnegatory and laid the springs of his work upon the good fortune to have been 
able to acquire loyal and industrious staffs ; in fact, there were twenty-seven of his “‘ old boys ” 
at this meeting. That power to acquire is, in my own view, the great qualification for successful 
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work. Then came the President’s own address which was frankly a most useful and, as | found 
it, interesting Statement of the work for the English way of life by the British Council of which 
he is the head. He carried us to all quarters of the globe, with Sir Stanley Unwin’s slogan 
* trade follows the book ” and told of the founding of libraries in many foreign countries, the 
translating of English books in good form into many languages and many other civilizing 
things, not forgetting the service the Library Association had done to assist—the survey of the 
West Indies by Dr. Savage, Edward Sydney’s survey of the Carribbean, and Lionel McColvin’s 
of the Middle East with a view to the establishing of library services there. It was good ; it 
was received as cordially as it should be, ex-President Nowell uttering our thanks with his 
usual fine choice of phrase. 

You will not expect me, Zenodotus, to repor/ the meetings. In the first place | didn’t—I 
couldn’t—attend them all. I did go to the 


ANNUAL MEETING 
where we dealt rather more fully than usual with the Report of the Council. Well; you have 
read that. There was the discussion, adjourned from Scarborough in 1937, on the Bye-laws, 
or rather a few fragments of them, no unanimity on the whole set having yet been reached even 
by the Council. A few were submitted which deal, sensibly, with the control of examinations 
and registration, with the membership of the Council and with the tidying up of one or two less 
important processes. They went through with well over the necessary two-thirds majority, 
in spite of one or two red herrings drawn across their trail. An attempt to substitute the Local 
Government Promotions Examination for the Entrance, which was made, failed. Rightly. 
The L.A. is concerned with the right qualification of the librarian, not even only the public 
librarian, and with librarianship the Promotion Examination has no connexion. 
That was not the end of the day. There was the 


LiBRARY AssOCIATION ANNUAL LECTURE 
which, | am told, thirteen hundred attended in the evening. Mr. R. W. Moore, the H.M. of 
Harrow, for well over an hour showed how words, beautifully in sequence, and lit by scholar- 
ship imaginatively subordinated to his purpose, could enthral. There was not a movement in 
the crowd as he led us through one beautiful field into another, of his childhood in a provincial 
town, his use of a branch public library ; the ideals he fashioned there of freedom to choose, 
without intervention even of a.librarian. (It is John Ruskin’s ideal, too, of course.) The 
need for balance, for the accessibility of the immortal books, Homer, Aeschylus, Virgil, Dante, 
Cervantes, even Pickwick ; for the finding in all works, from these to the best of today, of the 
divinity that is in great literature. Finally he dreamed for us a phantasmal library with walls 
surrounded by bookshelves and books beautifully bound in gold and brown, and with steps 
at the end leading apparently to treasures on a higher floor—a place of liberty, quiet, peace. 
\nd he never got to the steps. Plato, in four beautiful folios, just on the right of the entrance, 
arrested him—and he awoke. And so did I, to the brass-tacks world of charging systems, an 
issue of 3,000 a day and a reference library in which no seat is unoccupied. But, in my mind a 
sense of beauty that | shall keep and you will discover when you read the wonderful address in 
the Proceedings. 
THe Ace We Have Survivep. 

|. D. Stewart led us off next day with a most competent review of 1919-1949 in libraries, 
selecting the Public Libraries Aét of the first of these years as his jumping-off point. The 
picture he gave of the situation as it was then was just, as a whole ; he did not, as the moderns 
do, assert that they have made librarianship ; indeed he indicated, perhaps obliquely, that all 
the foundations and much of the structure had by then been laid by Brown, Jast, Potter- 
Briscoe, H. D. Roberts, Ballinger, and even the later ones, Savage, for example, had already 
done notable work before 1914. But I cannot recall his mention of such names although their 
work was implied. His figures of our growth were astonishing—to those whom magnitude 
can any longer astonish ; in 1919 ten per cent of our people, making 24 millions, used libraries ; 
in 1948 25 per cent, or 124 millions, used them. Then, there were 23 millions with a library 
service in reach ; now, there are 48 millions. Then they read—or borrowed—s58 millions of 
volumes ; and now well over 300 millions. That is only a fragment of the marvels he unfolded. 
The meeting was lightened by wit, most deft (and untranslatable) by the chairman, ex-President 
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READY JULY AN IMPORTANT NEW EDITION 


THE DRAGONFLIES OF THE BRITISH ISLES 


By Cyntita Lonorienp, F.R.ELS: 


Illustrations from jhotographs and drawings and 
16 COLOUR PLATES from original drawings by 
W. F. Evans, M.E.S., and C. O. Hammond, F.R.ELS. 


The illustrations are numerous. Map of counties Separate chapter on each species, giving a full 
and vice-counties of the British Isles, Wings and description, the chief characters, notes on 
Bodies of Dragonflies, and many diagrammatic habits, the seasons of appearance on the wing, 
figures in the text. In addition there has been and distribution records. Also chapters on the 
introduced an unique set of reproductions in 16 life-history of all dragonflies, methods of 


plates from original colour drawings. collecting, preserving or breeding. 


The latest nomenclature is given throughout, there is a glossary with diagram, a list of the modern 


pronunciation of the Latin or Greek names, and a full index. A special feature is a detailed but per- 
fectly simple key to both colour and pattern or external structure. 


PRICE 17/6 NET 


Four-page detailed prospectus available. 


THE CATERPILLARS OF BRITISH MOTHS 


including the Eggs, Chrysalids and Food-Plants 


Compiled and arranged by W. J. Sroxor 
Edited by Dr. G. H. ‘T. Srovin 


‘“* This work is extremely timely . . . will be welcomed 
by a wide circle of collectors and students . . . Author, 
editor, illustrator and publisher are to be congratulated. 

—Time and Tide. 


All the more important families are described and illustrated, enabling the reader to identify the 
various species, and study the changes that take place in the life-cycle of these interesting creatures. 
An article on Mendelism in Entomology by Dr. Stovin appears in Series I, and Food-plants are fully 
described and illustrated in Series Il. Containing 1,488 illustrations, including 441 in colour from 
drawings by J. C. Dollman, R.W.S. Complete in two volumes. PRICE 30/- NET 


Four-page detailed prospectus available 
companion volumes to 


THE CATERPILLARS OF THE BRITISH BUTTERFLIES 
including the Eggs, Chrysalids and Food-Plants 


By W. J. Sroxor and Dr. G. H. 'T. Stovin 


Containing 248 illustrations, 68 of which are in full colour from drawings by J. C. Dollman, R.W.S. 
Also an article giving “* Instructions and Hints on Rearing Butterflies in Captivity,” by Dr. Stovin. 


PRICE 10/6 NET 
List of all Wayside and Woodland Series available 


FREDERICK WARNE & CO. LTD. 
1 Bedford Court, London, W.C.2 
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Charles Nowell and by an apochryphal story about Mr. Stewart from Mr. George Vale. The 
discussion was useful and, if properly reported, may furnish suggestions for a whole Con- 
ference—say in 1951, when we are less absorbed by our Jubilee celebrations. 

After that there was THe CHAos 
that all conferences now enter. At 2 p.m., Mr. E. V. Corbett was reading an iconoclastic 
paper, denouncing most of our proven methods and giving the libraries over to hierophanting, 
book-displaying, dependency on other folks’ cataloguing, bibliographies and what not. | 
hope those who think thus will ponder Mr. Moore’s address. If the public library becomes 
a mere extension of the two-penny library (and that will be the result) librarianship, which 
with much travail is emerging as a profession, will in a generation cease to be one. At the same 
hour Mr. S. P. L. Filon was discoursing to the University and Research Section on the hazards, 
difficulties and possibilities of international lending with the motto “* Knowledge is inter- 
national”; and, also at 2 p.m., Mr. S. G. Beagley dealt with the probable lack of balance in our 
book-selection—a good paper, | thought, but in dodging between the meetings, | could not 
hear it all. Then, to fill in the gaps, | suppose, of the exhausting day, we had a fine masterly 
(as usual) treatment of commercial and technical libraries, before the London Reference Gri up, 
by Mr. Lamb; a Youth Libraries Section paper by Mr. S. C. Dedman on Children’s Reading 
Tastes, and, finally, Miss M. G. H. Southerden contributed a lengthy paper on Public Libraries 
and the Provision of Libraries in Hospitals—possibly the best account yet written. This last 
meeting was, in my mind, marked by the assertion of Mr. James Ross that such provision 
should financially be met fully by the Public Health Service of the country. You know, of 
course, Zenodotus, that Mr. Ross has just opened what | believe to be the best hospital library 
in the largest of the Bristol hospitals! After this we were actually given the evening free— 
except that the unfortunates who were on the National Committee on Regional Library 
Co-operation had to meet at 5.45 and rushed away at a few minutes to seven for a well-earned 
dinner. | hear that the Committee is much exercised by the attempt of the N.C.L. to pull 
together the interloan system. The fact is that the regional systems are faced with the problem 
that none of us cares to pay for them, although we want them, and the “ can’t afford ” attitude 
obsesses us all. The N.C.L. has much disturbed us by asking us to comb our systems more 
thoroughly for the books we want before calling on it. That has annoyed some of us. The 
fact is that the N.C.L. has been blitzed, its income, increased as it has been, is inadequate even 
to pay reasonable staff salaries-——at anyrate the report of it included in the L.A. Annual Report 
says so—and there, and everywhere in the Regions, as a result our union catalogues are un- 
finished ; and so a great deal of searching for wanted books, that would be avoided were they 
complete, is involved. It is reasonable that we should be patient while the Trustees pull the 
service back to normal and, indeed, send it progressing on its way. 

THatr EveNING 
I went along to the pier and breathed, for the first time, a little of * the poignant savour of the 
sea.” Talk about our conferences as seaside jaunts! Laughable, isn’t it ? 
EspaiLe 

It rained on Thursday but that was not the reason why a great audience filled the Winter 
Garden ball-room. This was the What Song the Sirens Sang paper, by Dr. Esdaile. With the 
great oration of Mr. Moore it will ring long in the memory, mine anyway, as the high-level 
conference speech. Drawing from his life-long reading, and, more than reading, under- 
Standing, he held us for an hour on the poetry of the day of Tennyson, Swinburne, Kipling 
and the early twentieth century singers, with humour, love and judgment. It was, as his 
chairman Mr. Sayers said, the revelation of the mind of the poet by one who is himself a poet. 
Were we a literary, and not a library, association, | would the programme could be filled with 
such addresses. But that, even if we desired it, would be impossible ; men who can speak 
‘ almost with the tongue of men and angels,” as he did, are few. 

Arrer THAt— 

| confess | could not spend the afternoon at meetings ; so | walked in cloud and sunshine, with 
an interval of downland rain, over to Birling Gap, had tea there, chirrupped to the young 
lambs on the way to East Dean, and so back to Eastbourne having had a glimpse of the white 
precipices of Beachy Head and the swirling grey water round the red-painted lighthouse at its 
toot and with the nostalgic scent of Sussex gorse in my nostrils. That toned me for the dinner 
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The Life of George Berkeley 


PROFESSOR A. A. LUCE, M.C., D.D., LITT.D. 


The first full-length biographical study of Bishop Berkeley, the outcome of long 
research. It contains a quantity of new material. 


* The study of Berkeley has been the master passion of Professor Luce’s life, and his 
zest to ascertain truth and fact about his hero in every point of possible consequence 
has been unremitting. These are his altogether exceptional qualifications to surpass 
his predecessors and write the standard biography . . . Professor Luce has done an 
astonishing piece of work that perhaps only one man could do. There will be other 
biographies of Berkeley, but this will be the rock whence they are hewn.’—The 
Scotsman Illustrated Roval 8vo 25s 


An Outline of Money Quality Control 


GEOFFREY CROWTHER DR. G. HERDAN 
The Editor of the Economist has rewritten this 
standard work and brought the subject matter A practical guide to the use of statistica! methods 
completely up-to-date. in the control of actual operations in manufac- 


‘This book is without the slightest doubt a 


ture. These methods have achieved remarkable 


genuine tour de force... which must appeal 
to almost all classes of readers.’—Certified results in the saving of material, time and 
Aacountants’ Journal 12s 6d money. Illustrated 218 


Studies in the Public Records 


V. H. GALBRAITH, Regius Professor of Modern History, University of Oxford 


‘ Fascinating vistas open to right and left. If Professor Galbraith cannot interest 
his audience in medieval history it is unlikely that anyone will.’—-Times Literary 
Supplement ‘It is a book which only the Regius Professor could have written. . . . 
The whole is presented in a direct, vivid and often sparkling manner . . . stimulating 
and allusive while at the same time imposing in its grasp of difficult technical 


questions and flashes of insight.’ —Spectator 6s 


Thomas Nelson & Sons Ltd 


Parkside Edinburgh 
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and dance, at the Grand Hotel which | was glad to visit. There had been many meetings this 
day, of course. | shall read about them in the Proceedings ! 
So Came Fripay 
and, if you have read the fine re-statement of what we are to do by McColvin in The Library 
Review, you will know on what lines his address on A Hundred Years of Public Libraries ran. 
It searified our present and unfolded our great future. He is a great worker for the 
cause ; in any big provincial city where there was a university he would receive an honorary 
degree as have some of our other distinguished librarians. London does not give degrees 
except to Royalty or the chiefs of the State. But, perhaps, someone in the levels of honours 
will discover how deserving a servant of the public he has been—and then—perhaps—. 
There were two good practical papers in the afternoon ; both the result of special research 
commissioned by the Council, the first on Temporary Buildings by Mr. ]. C. Harrison and the 
second on Mobile Libraries (or more simply, Vans) by Mr. W. H.C. Lockwood. Both deserve 
their fate to become a part of essential reading for students. 
Anp, Now, THANKS. 
When our Conference is over we hurry home, write (or do not write) our reports and become 
again absorbed in the fascinations—and they are that—of our libraries. We do not even write 
a word of thanks to the Local Hon. Secretary—in this case Mr. Wilfred Hynes, the Borough 
Librarian of Easthourne—for his journeys to London to consult the Association on its plans, 
and his management of every local arrangement made for our meetings and our entertainment. 
| ought perhaps to mention the Manager of the Winter Gardens who often met me, at anyrate 
with a smile, and must have done much for us. Then our own officers were efficient to the 
last comma. But, after all, it was the Eastbourne Corporation that invited us, entertained us 
and invited us to come again. 1, for one, am grateful; and so would you have been, old 
Friend, had you emerged from your shell. Vale! 
ERATOSTHENES. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers on LerveRs ON Our AFFAIRS.’ 
Editor, Tur Lisrary Worvp. 


The Wiener Library 


Tue Wiener Library is a collection specialising in literature on National Socialism, Fascism and 
Racialism. Founded at Amsterdam in 1934, it now comprises well over 30,000 books and 
pamphlets, over half a million newspaper cuttings and thousands of photographs and docu- 
ments. Because of the significance which the Jewish problem and the minority problem 
generally have for the study of National Socialism, the Library .includes a special section on 
that topic. Throughout the war the Institute, which is a non-profit-making organization, was 
privileged to put its resources at the disposal of H.M. Government, the U.S. Government and 
other Allied Governments then resident in this country. More particularly the Political 
Intelligence Department, the Central Department and the Research Department of the Foreign 
Office, the War Office, the Ministry of Information, the B.B.C., made ample use of the Library 
and its research facilities. Since the end of the war the Institute’s services have continued to 
be used by various Government offices, including the Allied Control Commission and the 
United States War Crimes Commission. In recent months German authorities have also 
approached the Library for information, and its services are constantly required by students, 
scholars and journalists. It is safe to say that the Wiener Library, on the strength of its resources, 
is capable of making valuable contributions to the objective study of the Nazi period and, 
within its specialised scope, of many post-war problems. The collections, now all but irre- 
placeable, are kept up to date. The special information gathered here from a number of 
different sources in many parts of the world, is published in a bi-monthly Wiener Library 
Bulletin. -—- 

\ reception in honour of Dr. Thomas Mann was held at the Wiener Library on May 18th, 
1949. A number of distinguished guests had assembled to meet the famous writer and philos- 
opher, now a citizen of the United States. He was welcomed by the President of the Library, 
Mr. L. G. Montefiore, O.B.E., who thought it was not perhaps inappropriate for Dr. Mann 
to be received among the books on that Germany which had caused him to leave his country 
and his home. This Library, he believed, was ‘* a unique collection, unique at least in Europe.” 
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Some suitable Library titles available in cloth 


TECHNICAL 


Locomotives Worth Modelling by /. ©. HAMBLETON 
1os. 6d. net 
Control Line Flying by &. H. I; ARRING 
10s. 6d. net 
Ship Modelling Hints and Tips by 1. Comdr. J. H. CRAINE (JASON) 
10s. 6d. net 
Spritsail Barges of Thames and Medway by KDGAR 7. MARCH 
30s. net 
Stunt Control Line Flying by &. H. IV; ARRING 
10s. 6d. net 
Electric Clocks and How to Make Them by /. HOPE-JONES 
1os. 6d. net 
Modelled Architecture by P. R. WICKHAM 
12s. 6d. net 
Trigonometry Made Plain by G. P. RAWLINGS, M.A. ( Oxon.) 
7s. 6d. net 
The Amateur’s Workshop by /4.V BRADLEY 
8s. 6d. net 
Miniature Locomotive Construction by JOHN H. AHERN 
1os. 6d. net 
Model Railway Hobby by M. H. BINSTEAD 
12s. 6d. net 
Modelling the “ Archibald Russell” by BOIWNESS 
6s. 6d. net 


Mechanics in Miniature by PERCIVAL MARSHALL, C.1.Mech.F. 
12s. 6d. net 


GENERAL LITERATURE 


BACh TO THE LOCAL by Maurice Gorhan, illustrated by Edward Ardizzone 


8s. 6d. net 
PLANNING AND THE LAW by William Wood 
21s. net 


TRUCE IN THE BALKANS by Elisabeth Barker 


1os. 6d. net 


PERCIVAL MARSHALL 
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Students of history, and more especially of recent Jewish history, would find here material so 
that they might learn how the Third Reich came into being and grew ‘* Vom Kaiserhof zur 
Reichskanzlei,” to Belsen, Dachau, Auschwitz, to the Nuremberg of the Party Rallies and 
back to Nuremberg once again. Mr. Montefiore concluded with the aptly chosen quotation 
from “* Faust ” :- 

Gesundheit dem bewiihrten Mann, 

Dass er noch lange helfen kann ! 

In his reply, Dr. Mann, rendering thanks for the attention shown him, spoke of the 
Wiener Library’s books as the “ testimony to a degradation of man such as had not occurred 
at any time in the history of civilization ”: ‘‘ | know (he said) how valuable it has been to form 
this collection and the informative and praiseworthy part it played during the war and will play 
yet. It is, | should say, one of the most impressive monuments of those days of horror which 
it was our dreadful lot to witness. And looking back, | can say it was a genuine hatred which 
| felt against these corrupters of man, while they were in power and able to do their hideous 
work. Indeed, it was through them alone that | at all learnt how to hate—an emotion of which 
| never thought | was capable. I hated those corrupters of man with a deep, indestructible 
mortal hate. ! say mortal because I hold the absurd mystical conviétion that this hate has 
helped to hasten their doom, of which I never had a moment’s doubt—even when they saw 
Europe lying at their feet and had a right to fancy themselves masters of the world. I am not 
an optimist as far as mankind and its future, its morality and its practical wisdom is concerned. 
| know that in this valley of tears all sorts of things are possible in the way of degrading 
injustice and shame. But that men would never put up with, would never tolerate a final 
victory of Hitler over the world, this | staunchly believed—to the credit of the world and so 
ultimately to my own credit. 

‘* Now these books are a reminder of that period. Let not that period be easily forgotten. 
The Germans are too prone to forget it, or repress it. | am told they refuse in Germany to he 
told about it, and it is thought taéctless and unpatriotic to recall the crimes of those years. But 
Germans should remember, and from the remembrance they should draw the impetus to make 
amends for the wrong they have done. The German authors will have a busy time before they 
can claim to have written a library that will match this one in all things just and true.” 

An exhibition of recent writings by and on Thomas Mann had been prepared by the 


Librarian. 


York Conference of Hospital Librarians 


LisRARIANS who dispense books as a recognised part of curative treatment of patients in 
hospitals came from eleven English counties to attend the Northern Conference of St. John 
and Red Cross Hospital Library Department, held on the 12th of May at York. 

H.R.H. The Princess Royal, Commandant-in-Chief of the British Red Cross Society, who 
presided, formally opened the one-day conference which was held at St. William’s College 
Hall. 

The librarians, book repairers and other voluntary workers of the Department came 
from Durham, Cheshire, Cumberland, Derbyshire, Lancashire (including Library Divisions of 
East and West Lancs.), Lincolnshire (North), Northumberland, Notts, Staffordshire, York- 
shire (including the Library Divisions of the North, West and East Ridings) and Westmoreland. 

The speakers included Mr. Compton Mackenzie, the playwright and novelist, and 

Professor Tunbridge, of Leeds University, who gave an address on the therapeutic value of 
reading. 
There was a continuous display illustrating the operations of a well-organised hospital 
library and a demonstration of book-repairing. In addition there was on view a microfilm 
projector and automatic page-turners specially designed to enable the totally disabled to read, 
the gift of well-wishers in the United States of America. 

In the North of England microfilm projectors, whereby the supine disabled patient may 
read a book by having its pages reflected from a film on to the ceiling, are in use by the Royal 
Infirmary, Liverpool, the Isolation Hospital, Davenham, Cheshire, and the Marguerite Hepton 
Orthopaedic Hospital, Boston Spa, Yorkshire, at which Institution also there is in use an 
automatic page-turner. There is an automatic page-turner at Shotley Bridge Hospital. 
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PITMAN 
Technical Books 
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Personal News 


Mr. L. A. Halsey, A.L.A., Chief Assistant, 
Beckenham Public Libraries, to be an Assistant- 
in-Charge, Hackney Public Libraries. 


Topicalities 
Edited by A. G. S. Enser, F.L.A. 
(Tottenham Public Libraries) 


Many of this month’s publications deal with 
books seleéted as the best issued during 1948. 
Over to,ooo new books were published last 
year and to select the best therefrom is no easy 
task. 

Besides the difthiculty of seleétion, another 
aspect presents itself, both important and 
intriguing, namely, what is the average number 
of books read by a normal reader in any one 
year? Considering that the reading of two 
books per week throughout the year is neither 
too generous nor too low an average for most 
readers, it will be seen that this means that the 
normal reader only reads 1 per cent per year of all 
hooks published in that year. 

Of course, many of the 10,000 books 
would not appeal to any one reader in any 
circumstances, yet there are many books pub- 
lished each vear which a reader would read 
except that he finds it physically impossible to 
do So). 

Ignoring the bases upon which selection as 
the best are constituted and the subsequent 
availability or not of the choices when the 
reader requires them, does the compilation of a 
list of the best books of any particular year help 
the normal reader, or does it merely add to his 
frustration and despair ? 


What do YOU think 
THIS MONTH'S CHOICE 


For the first time a dual seleétion is made 
since both productions are outstandingly good. 


BRISTOL'S brochure on the official opening of 


the Southmead Hospital Library. Magnificently 
illustrated, the text a joy to read, and the paper 
used the best I have seen for a very long time. 

NOTTINGHAM’S Personal affairs throueh 
the centuries. Being a brochure issued on the 
exhibition of manuscripts. Artistic pen letter- 
ing in brown on buff cover, noting inside the 
treasures, such as wills, inventories, diaries and 
letters, possessed by the public libraries. 

Both productions refleét the greatest credit 
to all concerned. 


THE LIBRARY 


WORLD 


HONOURABLE MENTION 


The Standard is uncommonly high this 
month and it seems that, at last, the production 
Standard of public library publications is fas 
reaching the normal levels of the commercial 
world. It is fair to say that had several of the 
publications listed below been received in 
previous months, they would have been the 
Month's Choice. 

BETHNAL GREEN’S The Books of 1948. 
In white and blue on green cover, listing 250 
choices under appropriate subject headings. 
Spacing on some pages detra¢ts from an other- 
wise artistic producttion. 

DURHAM COUNTY LIBRARY’S (Billing- 
ham and Haverton Hill Branches) Library 
News, April 1949. In black Gill Sans on eau- 
de-nil cover. Tastefully illustrated with 
blocks loaned by publishers. 

CAMBRIDGE’S Books Bi-monthly, March- 
April 1949. A fold-over in black on yellow, 
with well selected subject headings and really 
engaging captions thereto. 

DERBYSHIRE COUNTY LIBRARY’S 
three further selective lists of twenty books on 
specific subjects. These are, Cookery, Wireless 
and Television, and Singing and Voice Culture— 
the last being particularly good. 

ISLINGTON’S The Young Reader, March 
1949. A fold-over in deep blue on light blue, 
with annotated entries, both fiction and subjeé. 
Improved if grouped under age ranges. 

LEEDS’ The Book Guide, May 1949. Almost 
too opulent and certainly carrying the idea of 
annotation to’ review length, but nevertheless 
a production for many to envy. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE’S Some Not- 
able Books of 1948. In orange on eau-de-nil 
cover. The foreword includes some useful 
observations, particularly regarding bases for 
choice and omission. Arranged in alpha- 
betical order and well annotated. 

READING’S Catalogue of a local history 
exhibition. \n purple on grey cover, listing 
selected items held by the libraries relating to 
the history of Reading and Berkshire. An 
extremely useful production. 

TAUNTON’S New Books, March 1949. A 
fold-over in green Times Roman on buff, nicely 
spaced under subject headings, with authors’ 
names easily distinguished from book-titles. 

WESTMINSTER’S Periodicals. A guide to 
the periodicals taken there, illustrating the 
wealth of such literature and an invaluable tool 
to Students and business-men alike. Also, two 


fold-over pamphlets, Central Reference Library, 
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Make microfilm reference simple . . . speedy 
with the 


KODAK 


LIBRARY READER 


Model AH. 


For viewing microfilms that are held on file 
for reference, this new Reader is just the kind of 
simply-operated precision-made apparatus _ that 
libraries need. A roll of microfilm is easily slipped 
into position and any particular record frame speedily 
found and projected full size. 

The model is compact —it requires a table space 
of only 2 ft. square and yet has a screen area 
18 ins. square. At a fixed magnification of 12 
diameters the optical system ensures clear and easy 
reading of the whole or any part of a 35 mm. micro- 
film ‘frame’ up to I} ins. long. Standard perforated 
or unperforated 35 mm. safety film is accommodated 
satisfactorily. 

By means of a scanning device the screen image 
can be moved up or down or from side to side. 
This facility is particularly useful when unperforated 
film carrying larger ‘frames’ up to I} » 1} ins., is 
being viewed. 


RECORDAK DIVISION OF 


KODAK Limited 


A built-in magnifying glass can be brought into 
position at eye level, enabling any part of the picture 
to be enlarged by 50°,,. 

A single *‘ microfilm’ frame may be viewed for any 
length of time without risk, as the model A. H. Reader 
incorporates a heat-absorbing filter. 


Descriptive leaflet on request 


| 


Dept. 103, Adelaide House, London Bridge, London, E.C.4. Telephone: MANsion House 9936 


and at ||, Peter Street, Manchester 2. Telephone: 


BLAckfriars 8918 
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in red Times Roman on yellow, and The Gift of 
Tongues, in deep green Times Roman on eau-de- 
nil, instancing the help students of foreign 
janguages and foreign residents can expect 
from Westminster public libraries. 


Library Reports 


By Herserr C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 


BERWICK-UPON- TWEED.—Annual 
1948-1949. Librarian, Frank Fordham, 
\.L.A. Population (eSt.) 12,000. Rate 
7.78d. Total Stock, 6,907. Total Issues, 
61,722. Tickets in force 5,511. 

This is the first report of a new Librarian on a new 
Library. Mr. Fordham was appointed in March, 1948, 
to inaugurate a library service and the new building was 
opened to the public on 30th September last. The 
demands made upon its resources during the subse- 
quent six months seem to fully justify the Council’s 
decision to provide the service. About 44 per cent. 
of the adult population of the Borough enrolled as 
readers and at the end of the vear over 3,000 tickets 
were in use. The small reference colleétion was well 
patronised, A Museum and an Art Gallery are included 
in the service. The immediate future is to be devoted 
to the building up of the book stock and the provision 
of a Junior Library. 


Report, 


BLACKPOOL.— Annual Report, 


1948-1949. 
Chief Librarian and Curator, F. : 


E. Cronshaw, 


F.L.A. Population (est.) 152,660. Rate 
4.43d. Income from Rate {32,130. Total 
Stock, 119,107. Additions 26,755. With- 


drawals, 20,969. Total Issues, 1,907,319. 
Tickets in force, 65,567. Branches 9. 

The year being reviewed has been outstanding in 
the development of the library service, for during this 
period a new branch library and the new Central 
Junior Library were opened, and the interiors of two 
branches were remodelled. At some of the branch 
libraries the opening hours have been extended, and 
the lunch-time closing abolished. Book circulation 
showed the huge increase of 427,072 when compared 
with the figures for the previous year, which were the 
highest ever recorded. The Cataloguing Department 
has just completed the re-classification and re-cata- 
loguing of the Central Lending Library, which involved 
the typing of over 200,000 cards. A book service has 
been eStablished at an hostel for the awed, and at the 
British Limbless Ex-Servicemen’s Home. Visitors to 
the Art Gallery during the year numbered 53,991. 
Port  EuizaserH, South  Africa.—Cen- 

tenary Annual Report, 1848-1948. Librarian, 


Harry Edge. Total Stock, 82,351. Addi- 
tions, 4,657. Withdrawals, 3,553. Total 
Issues, 243,177. Subscribers and Borrowers, 
6,940. 


On Oétober 28th, 1948, the Port Elizabeth Library 
celebrated its centenary with an address by the late 
Rt. Hon. |. H. Hofmeyr, M.P., and the unveiling of a 
plaque to mark the occasion. 


\ brief sketch of the 
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FRENCH BOOKS 
ANGLO-FRENCH LITERARY SERVICES 
72 CHARLOTTE STREET, LONDON, w.! 
THE LONDON CENTRE FOR ALL FRENCH BOOKS 


history of the Library is given in this report. The work 
of the Library has continued to grow in extent and 
usefulness throughout the years, and book circulation 
in the past year amounted to 18,690 more than in the 
year previous. There was an increase of 262 in the 
number of Subscribers on the register, and an increase 
of nearly goo borrowers all told. A Centenary Develop- 
ment Fund has been opened. 


Round the Library World 


Norges AND News OF NATIONAL, UNIVERSITY 
AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND LIBRARY AFFAIRS 


Under recent decrees Poland aims to provide 
a library service in which there will be one 
public library book to every two persons 
throughout the whole country. This vast new 
scheme is under the direction of the Ministry 
of Education, which is working in co-operation 
with the Central Office for Libraries. Despite 
the great losses suffered during the war, some 
of the libraries already possess larger stocks 
than ever before, while new public, school, 
factory and other libraries are being constructed. 
Education of librarians is receiving attention 
and about 1,000 Students have completed 
qualifying courses. In the current year 600 
more will finish their training and classes have 
been arranged for another 1,500 students. It is 
perhaps worth noticing that the Central Office 
is forming committees which aim at stimulating 
interest in and popularising certain chosen 
bo« 


Poland has also established an Institute for 
Research in Literature. Part of the work of 
this Institute will be the compilation of a com- 
prehensive bibliography of Polish publications 
and the preparation of a manual of Polish 
literature. 

The Trustees of the South African Public 
Library continue to press for the two main 
national desiderata : an adequate grant for book 
purchase, staffing and administration, and a 
new building. They are particularly concerned 
to replace the present inadequate and inflam- 
mable building. The Librarian has been 
instructed, in the course of his leave overseas, 
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OCCASIONAL SERMONS 


OF THE RT. REV, MONSIGNOR 
RONALD ARBUTHNOTT KNOX 


This Edition of Monsignor Knox’s sermons, selected and edited by Everyn Waucu, will interest all 
lovers of fine books. Limited to 550 numbered copies, Nos. 1-50 specially bound in Full Brown Niger 
Morocco and signed by the Author - - - - - - £5 5s. od. 
Nos. 51-550 bound in Full Maroon Buckram - - - : - - . £2 2s. od. 


MY ROD MY COMFORT 
SIR ROBERT BRUCE LOCKHART 
Illustrated with five full-page Wood Engravings by 7. GAASTRA 


The Author of “Memoirs of a British Agent” here recalls his fishing experiences in many parts of the 
world. Limited to 550 numbered copies, Nos. 1-50 specially bound in Full Green Niger Morocco, 
signed by the Author and Artist, the frontispiece hand-coloured by the Artist - - £5 5s. od. 
Nos. 51-550 quarter bound White Vellum, Green Buckram sides - . - - £2 2s. od. 


THE DROPMORE PRESS LIMITED 
32 GREAT ORMOND STREET LONDON W.C.1 


The Publishers of the 


PHAIDON ART 
BOOKS 


invite those interested 
in their publications 
to write for an 
ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOGUE 


which will be sent 


free of charge 


1949 
THE PHAIDON PRESS 


LonvON: 1 CROMWELL S.W.7 


A CORDIAL 
INVITATION 


is extended to Librarians to visit 

our showrooms, where a com- 

prehensive range of new and 

second-hand fiction, non-fiction 

and technical titles is a ways 
available. 


| STONEHAM’S 
| Public Library 
| Services Ltd. 


114 Shaftsbury Avenue 


(CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS) 


TeLtepHone: TEMPLE BAR 2821/2 


| W.C.z2. 
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to report on recent planning in Europe and 

The current issue of The Bodleian Ouarterly 
Record includes an important account of the 
genesis and growth of Tanner’s Bébliotheca 
Britannico-Hibernica, which it would be very 
useful to have as a separate print in university 
and other large reference libraries. So far as 
the present writer is aware much of the inform- 
ation given by Mr. R. W. Hunt in his article in 
B.O.R. has not been printed previously. 


The death of Samuel S$. McClure is recorded. 
\s long ago as 1884 this Irish-American began 
syndicating articles and fiction to newspapers. 
His enterprise produced the first of what our 
colleagues across the Atlantic call *‘‘ canned- 
copy mills,” ona large scale. It was McClure 
who popularized Mark Twain and who intro- 
duced Kipling to America—or the other way 
round. McClure sent Lord Randolph Churchill 
to Africa and Robert Louis Stevenson to the 
South Seas. It has been said that when 
McClure offered him $8000 for a story Steven- 
son was astounded, for no one had paid him 
more than half that amount before. McClure 
was 92 when he died. 


The celebrated Pierpont Morgan Library has 
just commemorated its 25th anniversary as a 
public institution. Its almost equally cele- 
brated Librarian, the ever-helpful .Miss Belle 
Greene who, after being introduced to John 
Pierpont Morgan by his nephew Junius in 
190§, Spent 43 years controlling and building up 
the Library, retired last year. Miss Greene is 
now engaged on a book about the two great 
collectors, |. P. Morgan, the father and the son. 


The New Zealand Library School, now in its 
third year, is a Division of the National Library 
Service. The first professional course was 
given in 1946. The courses are open to those 
who have a B.A. or B.Sc. or higher degree in 
\rts or Science, or who are recommended by 
the Selection Committee of the School. 


In May, ASLIB held a one-day conference in 
Edinburgh. The main theme of the conference 
was to consider ways and means of establishing 
closer co-operation between Special Libraries 
and Information Services in Scotland. 


Dr. Herbert Putnam left the post of Librarian 
of Boston Public Library in 1899 to become 
Librarian of Congress. On the soth Anniver- 


sary of his appointment to the outstandingly 
important office Dr. Putnam was entertained 
at a luncheon of honour in the Library of 
Congress. Tributes to his great work were 
led by the present Librarian of Congress, Dr. 
Luther Evans. After the luncheon, a bust of 
Herbert Putnam, the work of his daughter 
Brenda Putnam who is a distinguished sculptor 
and authoress, was unveiled. 

Since the war many improvements have been 
made in salary scales of librarians and their 
Staffs in Britain. But how far we are still behind 
our American colleagues is apparent from the 
new scales just published for the Staff of 
Newark, N.J., Public Library. The Direétor 
(as the Chief Librarian is called) is to receive a 
salary of $12,000, roughly £3,000 p.a. The 
most junior assistant now goes on to a scale of 
$1,750-$2,110, or about {£438-£528 p.a. 


In the early years of the 19th century a man 
named Harrod opened a small  grocer’s 
shop in London: he had no connexion with 
libraries. It is somewhat surprising that the 
great multiple-store which sprung from that 
little grocer’s shop should be offering libraries 
today a bibliographical service at a rate of {150 
p.a. Harrods’ enterprise is commendable in 
undertaking the production of a sort of British 
C.B.1. on cards: whether it will prove to bea 
successful enterprise remains to be seen. 


The British National Bibliography which is to 
begin its weekly appearance in January 1950 
will apparently cover the same ground, but 
will be in the form of a weekly 64-page list, 
with entries printed on one side only. The 
work will be in the nature of an official publi- 
cation, based on the intake of the British 
Museum. The annual subscription rate will be 
only £12. It is not clear how far this publi- 
cation will supersede the regular lists of 
additions which the B.M. have long issued and 
which are taken by many of the larger libraries. 
And is not the title rather misleading ? If one 
understands the scope of the undertaking 
correétly it is in the nature of a Cumulative List 
of British New Books—which is surely sof a 
British National Bibliography ? 


The Trustees of the Carnegie United King- 
dom Trust are negotiating for new head- 
quarters in Edinburgh for the Scottish Central 
Library for Students, which it is proposed to 
transfer from Dunfermline. 
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A SECTION OF OUR SPACIOUS SHOWROOM 


The technical book experts, “*‘ BOOKS & CAREERS”, 
take pleasure in‘announcing that their Public Libraries 
Department is now under the management of 
Mr. O. C. ILLENDEN. 


A cordial invitation is extended to visit or send enquiries 


to our Model Showroom 


Branches in West End and City of London 


39, SOUTH AUDLEY STREET :: LONDON, W.I 
General Manager : Claude Gill, O.B.E:. 


WIDE RANGE OF STOCK — PERSONAL SERVICE — PLEASANT CONDITIONS 
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Book Selection Guide 
A Descriptive List ot Books 
of Interest to Librarians 


PROFESSIONAL 
Breerce (Clara) ALLA. Cataloging Rules 
for Author and Title Entries. Prepared by 
the Division of Cataloging and Classification 
ot the American Library Association. znd 
edition. Chicago, American Library Asso- 
Clation. $5.00. 

This second edition of the A\.L.A. Cataloguing 
Rules presents an expansion and revision of the rules 
ot entry and heading ot the 1908 cdition of Catalowuc 
Rules, \uthor and Tithk Entry. Since then there has 
heen Steady progress towards the Standardization ot 
library catalogues Stimulated by the use of the printed 
cards of the Library of Congress. It is ot particular 
interest to note that the British Committee, whose co 
operation was interrupted in 1939 by the war, has been 
cept informed of progress and that general agreement 
s assured \ ywracious tribute is paid to the Hon 
Secretary of the British Committee, Mr. H. S. Acomb, 
Librarian, Durham University, tor reporting on sections 
of the tentative rules as they passed through the hands 
oft the British Committee The appendices are very 
tluable to the cataloguer, particularly No. 4, which 

es the transliteration ot the New Russian ortho 
raphy, Slavic transliteration, modern Greek trans 
literation and also Hebrew and Yiddish. An excellent 
work is completed with an admirable index. 


Book-Avucrion Recorps. A Pricedand Anno 
tated Annual Record of London, New York 
and Edinburgh Book-auétions. Vol. 45, 
October, 1947-July, 1948. Stevens Sons & 
Stiles. 58s. 6d. net. 

lhe ever-welcome list of Auétion Prices of Books 
now up to date, includes no less than 17,000 records 
lhe practice of cataloguing issues of private presses, 
efe., under the name of the press has been dropped and 
the main entry will be found under the name of the 
author 


Liprary oF PourricaL AND Econ- 
omic Scrence, Guide to the Collections. 
1948. 

Ihe great library founded by Sidney and Beatrice 
Webb probably ranks as the most effective colleétion 
on its subjeét in the world. The Guide to the Colleétions 
shows the contents of the Library in classitied form 
and gives readers and Students an excellent view and 
vuide. 

Buttock (Alan) and Tayzor (A. J. P.) Editors. 
\ Select List of Books on European History, 
1815-1914. Oxford at the Clarendon Press. 
ss. od. net. 

\n excellent and useful guide to books on roth 
century European History. Limited to secondary works, 
and a seleét list of these, it contains works in the major 
languages of western Europe, but omits books in the 
Dutch, Scandinavian or east European languages, 
owing to the difficulties faced by the student who has 
no knowledge of these languages. As a handbook for 


ready reterence, however, it will prove to be exceediny! 
valuable 


BusHNneLt (G. HH.) From Bricks to Books, a 
Miscellany. Grafton. 15s. od. net. 

The tirst essay, from which Mr. Bushnell’s new 
heowk takes its title, is the Story of early Communicative 
through the clay books and one or two stone tablets 
in the days of Thoth and he proceeds through succeed 
ing chapters to give Stories of tamous books and 
libraries which show the history of the development 
through MSS. on papyrus to the letterpress printing of 
modern times. From the enthusiasm with which his 
earlier book “ From Papyrus to Print ” 
ceived, the present volume will no doubt receive a 


has been re 


similar welcome, as it is both erudite and entertaining 
and a possession that librarians should be proud ot 
Most of the essays have previously appeared in journals 
and mayazines and the opportunity has been taken to 


rev isc and extend some of them Ihe veouraphical 
range of the essays includes such tigures as “ \lexander 
Vendchurch as Robinson Crusoe,” and ** Hugh Cleehor 
of Ceylon” by whose instrumentality the Island ot 
Ceylon became part ot the British Empire Fron 
earlier times we are introduced to the “ \ssociates ot 
William Morris,’’ founder of the Kelmscott Press ; to 
Marie Corelli and the mystery of her ancestry The 


penultimate chapter is “ In Memory of John Buchan,’ 
that son of the manse who delighted, with other 
children of his time, to skip about with bare teet when 
summer arrived and later helped to pay his way throug! 
Glasgow University with his carly novels Vhe last 
chapter vives the reader a_ tirst-class description ot 
“\ Famous Dickens Library " which was the propert 
ot the author's cousin and was offered for sale by 
Messrs. Henry Sotheran & Co. The Story of that 
collection and of its tinal sale in \merica in 1922 tor 
$32,308 is most interesting. In a short review of this 
work, much that is worthy of note must be unavoidably 
left out, but the average reader should gather trom the 
above that the book is of enyvrossing interest and 
worthy of placing among “ books | wish to read 
avain.”” 


Corr (S. Trehearne) Heraldry, Flags and Seals : 
\ Select Bibliography, with Annotations, 
covering the period 1920 tO 1945. \sso 
ciation of Special Libraries and Information 
Bureaux. 7s. 6d. net. 

\ useful list reprinted from “ The Journal ot 

Documentation.” 


GLasGow Corporation Pusiic LIBRARIES. 


Union Catalogue of Additions, Classified, 
(Annotated and Indexed, Part 4, Glasgow 
Corporation Public Libraries. 1949. 
Includes additions to all the Libraries from 1935 
to 1938 inclusive. There is no pagination, but the 
volume must contain nearly 1,000 pp. 


IrwIN (Raymond) Librarianship: Essays on 
\pplied Bibliography. Grafton. 6d. 
net. 

In his new book, Mr. Raymond Irwin has ex 
plored a fresh tield of librarianship. As his title implies 
it deals with the theory and praétice of technical in 
Struétion in the profession. “In its striét sense,’’ he 
writes, “ theory (or the theoretic) is the logical and 
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rational aspect of human activity. On the other hand, 
the practical is the sphere in which the will operates. 
hese two aspeéts of human life are as interdependent 
as the two swings of the pendulum.” Bearing this in 
nind, the reader comes to the next task of examining 
Mr. Irwin's views on applied bibliography. He points 
out that everything conneéted with the making of a 
book and the rendering of it accessible to the Student 


is the proper Study of both the bibliographer and of 


the librarian. Mr. Irwin proceeds with a chapter on the 
theory of the arrangement of books, a term he prefers 
to classitication, thus emphasising the truth—not vet 
weepted by every librarian—that cataloguing and 
classification are not separate and distinét techniques. 
Unfortunately, there is not space in a short review to 
enlarge on Mr. Irwin’s theories, but his book presents 
them in a form which will be found both useful and 
hivhly informative to every Student. 


SevertN (Mark PF.) Making a Bookplate. Illus, 
Studio Publication. 15s. od. net. 

Ihe latest volume in the How To Do It Series 
will be of interest to all readers who wish to design 
their own bookplate. The book is profusely illustrated 
with examples which shew the great variety of design 
ind imagination which can be used in this form of 
decoration, 


GENERAL 
(Lyle) The Butlin Holiday Book, 
1949-50. Illus. Butlin, 6s. od. net. 

Vhis well-illustrated holiday annual is the first 
ot its kind to be produced by the well-known holiday 
camp tirm. It is a family book with a souvenir flavour 
and contains much that is entertaining in the way of 
short Stories and articles. For libraries that make a 
special exhibition of poliday literature, this volume 
should prove an acquisition that will be in great 
demand. 


Broprick (Alan H.) Lascaux, a Commentary. 
Frontis. Illus, Lindsay Drummond. 
15s. od. net. 

\ new phase in our knowledge of prehistoric art 
was marked with the discovery on the 12th September, 
ig4go, of the Lascaux painted caves in south-western 
France. It is thought that these cave paintings may 
prove to be the earliest manifestations of art and cer- 
tainly they comprise one of the major discoveries of 
modern times. The life of the men who made the 
paintings are reconstructed and the paintings put into 
historical perspective and thus a Story of absorbing 
interest is presented to the general reader as well as to 
the specialist. 

Lockuart (Sir Robert Bruce) My Rod My 
Comfort. With five full-page wood-engrav- 
ings by J. Gaastra. Dropmore Press. 
42s. od. net. 

It is some years since a large public were enter- 
tained by that fascinating book of the author's 
Memoirs of «a British Agent—and here again he draws 
from his wide and varied experience in many countries, 
but with most of the emphasis on angling. He has 
fished in the rivers of Scotland, Russia, Austria, Ger- 
many and the Balkans. Anglers will therefore readily 
inderstand the tithe he has given to these memories. 
Many will agree with the author when he says that 


a THE WORLD’S GREATEST 


BOOKSHOP 


4 FOR BOOKS +# 


FAMED FORITS EXCELLENT 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
DEPARTMENT 


Manager: J. McKenzie 


119-125 


CHARING CROSS RD., W.C.2 
Gerrard 5660 (16 lines) 


“the desire for solitude is the most pleasant disorder 
of our times.” This is the natural reaction to the speed 
of modern life and perhaps because solitude is not so 
casily obtained these days we seck it more eagerly. 
Yet although the author takes us to streams in quiet 
places, angling is but the thread that runs through and 
conneéts these autobiographical memories. His many 
interesting political experiences in foreign lands are 
interwoven with the more pleasant descriptions and 
allusions to fishing and altogether it is one of the 
most entertaining and restful books amony recent 
biographies. The wood engravings by J. Gaastra are 
extremely well done and do credit to a handsomely 
produced volume. 

MacKenna (PF. Severne) Chelsea Porcelain : 
The Triangle and Raised Anchor Wares. 
Illus. F. Lewis. 84s. od. net. 

Chelsea China in all its beauty and delicacy has 
received more attention from colleétors than other 
wares and may be regarded as one of the most fashion- 
able amongst those of purely English origin. The 
author here gives a considered historical account of the 
early manufaéture of porcelain at Chelsea, describes the 
Triangle figures and ornamental pieces, as well as the 
Raised Anchor domestic objeéts and other figures. He 
enters thoroughly into a discussion of the various Marks 
and how to identify them and provides a bibliographical 
list of books relative to the subjeét in date order. 

Ty er (J. E.) Great Britain the United States 
and the Future. Stevens. 8s. od. net. 

The author devotes most of the work to a Study 
of the relations of the Western Powers with Russia, 
since, as he rightly points out, Anglo-American affairs 
cannot be discussed to any extent otherwise. An im 
portant contribution to the already extensive literature 
on Anglo-American relations. 
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(Clough) and Easrwick- 
Fiecp (J. and E.) Building in Cob, Pisé, and 
Stabilized Earth. Illus. Country Life. 
15s. od. net. 

In these days of shortages of the usual building 
materials it is odd that more attention has not been 
uiven to older methods of building, pisé de terre, for 
instance, of which Hannibal built some of those massive 
watch-towers, remains of which are Still Standing. 
Pisé de terre is merely rammed earth, and there is no 
shortage of earth, fortunately. Costs of building in 
such materials are much lower than in brick or Stone, 
the resultant houses are attraétive and Strong, and the 
materials are unrestriéted and uncontrolled. The 
authors, while performing a national service—and 
incidentally providing some exceptionally interesting 
reading —are careful not to make extravagant claims, 
but individuals needing houses are advised to consider 
the claims they do make. InStruétion is given in detail 
and the book ts excellently illustrated. 


WINNINGTON (Richard) Drawn and Quartered. 
\ selection of weekly film reviews and 
drawings. Illus. Saturn Press. 12s. 6d. net. 


Mr. Winnington has carved, or should it be said, 
has found a special niche in film criticism with his 
weekly column in the News Chronicle, which he decorates 
with brilliant calligraphic drawings of the Stars. The 
present work comprises the cream of his reviewing 
over a period of five years and is the result of a demand 
felt by many people that some preservation of the 
drawings and criticism of Winnington should be made 
The prose is as Stimulating and alive as the drawings. 


FICTION 


Coxe (George Harmon) Dangerous Legacy. 
Hammond. 8s. 6d. net. 

Spence Rankin went to the Philippines to track 
down a family and their property and to find out what 
had happened to them during the Jap occupation. 
rhe atmosphere of post-war Manila is interesting and 
the aétion ts rapid. 


Davis (A. S. K.) A Farm in Cedar Valley. 
Illus. Blackwell. 6s. od. net. 


The author has lived in Africa for many vears 
and has considerable knowledge of the country and its 
farming methods. This is the real life story of an African 
tarmer Strugeling against the disabilities of his surround- 
ings. 


GRAHAM (Winston) Cordelia. Ward, Lock. 


9s. 6d. net. 

Manchester in the 1880's is the scene of this novel. 
Brook Ferguson having lost his first wife, is urged by 
his autocratic father to look out for a second, for 
reasons of continuing the family traditions. He points 
out the three Blake girls whilst they are singing hymns 
in church and practically asks his son to choose between 
them. Their names are Esther Jane, who is too 
vivacious for his taste ; Cordelia, who he thinks is too 
beautiful; and Emma, who is too young. Cordelia 
is the one he chooses and her life at Grove Hall with 
the Ferguson family is not all bliss. Brook's father is 
an autocrat and Cordelia feels that her wings have been 
clipped. The story runs a normal course, but is one that 
can be described as well above the average. 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 


JUVENILE 
Lirrte (Sylvia) Castle School on Holiday, 
Col. frontis. Lutterworth. 6s. od. net. 

The old friends appear again in this new Castle 
School Story in a different setting, because it is now 
holiday time and they congregate at Fitton House ina 
Sussex village. Villany, my$tery and terrific suspense 
keep them busy and excited. Readers will agree that 
this new Castle School story is well up to Standard, if 
not above it. 

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
\CCOUNTANT’S JOURNAL, May, 1949.—AMERI- 
CAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN, April 
and May, 1949.—BIBLIOTEKSBLADET, Nos. 7-8, 
1948.—BOOKS TO COME, May, t949.—DIREC- 
TORY OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND COL- 
LEGES, 1949.—ENQUIRY, Vol. 1, No. 6.—GLAM- 
ORGAN COUNTY MAGAZINE, Spring, 1949.— 
HEAD TEACHERS REVIEW, May, 1949.—THE 
LIBRARIAN, April, 1949.—THE LIBRARY ASSO- 
CIATION RECORD, May, 1949.—LIBRARY OF 
CONGRESS QUARTERLY JOURNAL, February, 
1949.--LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, PUBLIC AF- 
FAIRS BULLETIN, No. 66, 1949. -NEW ZEALAND 
LIBRARIES, January-February, 1949.—PUZZLE- 
TIME, No. 2, 1949.—SCHOOL LIBRARIAN, March, 
1949.—-TEACHERS OF TODAY, March-May, 1949. 

UNESCO COURIER, April  1949.--WILSON 
LIBRARY BULLETIN, May, 1949. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eptror, 
Lrprary 1144 May, 1949. 

Sir,—My attention has been drawn to the 
Statement on p. 88 of mybook “ Libraries and 
the materials of Local History” to the effeé 
that the City of London Guildhall, with its 
unrivalled colleétion of books and documents 
on London and its history, had been destroyed 
during the war. It has been pointed out to me 
that, though Guildhall was badly damaged, it 
was not destroyed. Fire and water affected the 
Library also, and many thousands of books, 
including much London material, were lost. 
The more valuable books had been sent away, 
however, and so were saved, and much progress 
has since been made in the work of recon- 
Stituting the colleétions. 

Since my Statement may give the entirely 
erroneous impression that the Guildhall Library 
no longer functions, I would ask all librarians 
to note, and where necessary to assure theif 
readers, that this is not the case. The local 
colleétion, in particular, has been greatly 
enhanced since the war by a great mass of 
important deposits, notably of the records of 
City Livery Companies and Parishes. 

Yours, etc., JOHN L. HOBBS, 
Public Library, Borough Librarian <> Curator, 
Shrewsbury. Shrewsbury. 
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